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FAMI-QS helps the additive and premixture operators to meet their obligations under the Feed Hygiene Regulation
Brussels, 17 January 06 – The feed additive industry implements the Feed Hygiene Regulation using FAMI-QS.
By 1st January 2006, pivotal date of the Feed Hygiene Regulation (183/2005), all the EU feed business operators had to notify authorities or seek authorization for their operations. Many of them also had to implement the provisions of the Regulation, notably HACCP (Hazard Analysis at Critical Control Points). Those provisions also apply to all feeds and feed products imported into the European Union.

The additives and premixtures producers who have already obtained FAMI-QS certification are fully compliant with these new and quite ambitious obligations. Many more companies are constantly implementing the system (see FAMI-QS website at www.fami-qs.org ).

FAMI-QS is so far the only operational pan-European safety assurance scheme for feed additives and premixtures. Since its creation, FAMI-QS actively sought dialogue with the existing National compound feed assurance schemes.

FAMI-QS is pleased that UFAS, the UK based AIC scheme, has accepted FAMI-QS as an acceptable certification for additives and premixtures used under the scope of the Universal Feed Assurance Scheme.  As the number of FAMI-QS certified companies is constantly increasing in Europe as well as overseas, this arrangement offers a wide range of reliable and safe supply sources to UK feed companies.

The discussions between FAMI-QS and OVOCOM, the Belgian feed assurance scheme, are very constructive and expected to be finalized soon. FAMI-QS has also offered PDV in the Netherlands mutual recognition of their code for the scope of additives and premixes.  Unfortunately agreement with PDV could not be reached to date as PDV insists upon a premixture definition which does not comply with EU legal requirements, to which FAMI-QS is fully committed. At this stage, to fully satisfy PDV, the GMP+ certified companies would have to apply the gatekeeper procedure (i.e. risk assessment of the incoming materials by the user itself within its own HACCP).

FAMI-QS certified companies have proven in an audit by an independent and competent certifier that they comply with all requirements set up by the Feed Hygiene Regulation.  This includes, among other safety related topics, a detailed HACCP analysis as well as all other points required under the gate keeper principle.  FAMI-QS regrets that companies using products certified under GMP+ now have to carry the burden of duplicating the work done already by the certification bodies as well as taking full liability for this assessment. As a proper HACCP analysis covers a lot of production details, it will be difficult for any producer to provide appropriate details by any means other than in an audit by an independent certifier. We strongly believe that a FAMI-QS certificate in itself should be proof enough for feed companies to show that they comply with the GMP+ gate-keeper principle.

The voluntary safety schemes should help achieving a higher level of safety in the feed chain. FAMI-QS will continue to pursue its efforts towards mutual recognition with the existing feed assurance schemes. In the meantime, it calls for feed operators to focus on the real target, the safety of the feed chain, by using FAMI-QS certified products.

